
A Message from President Newman McAllister 

The mightiest river comprises the tiniest of raindrops, too numerous to count, each insignifi-

cant alone.  But when mixed together they become a great torrent, able to move large ships and 

to sustain the largest of cities.  The Association is that river: so many people of varying talents 

working, here and there, to keep us moving along that community concourse.     I give special 

thanks to the Board of Directors, a talented and eager group, full of ideas and enthusiasm.  I  

welcome our new board members:  Don Stefan and Rex Ageton.    I thank Cherie Draxton and 

Helen Smithwick for managing our craft show this year ï a big moneymaker for the Associa-

tion.  Continued thanks to Kathrine and Randy Backe for their immeasurable contributions to 

the Community Wildfire Protection Planning Committee. 

 

The Associationôs finances are healthy and our cash balances are up 25%+ from 2006.  Never-

theless, there are two special projects for which we seek donations.  The asphalt driveway, the 

entrance to Marcroft Hall, needs replacing at an estimated cost of $2,000. The Board  is con-

sidering repairing the concrete floor at Marcroft Hall also making it more attractive and easier 

to clean ï perhaps by adding linoleum, tile, or a sealing and staining of the concrete.   Esti-

mates have been $4.00-$5.50 per sq. ft. with an area of approximately 2,600 feet.  On the 

membership application there is a special line for such donations.  Our dues continue to be a 

bargain at $25 (the same as last year),+ so please be generous. 

 

Our summer activities continue and are detailed herein. The Halloween potluck planned for 

2007 was canceled because the Colorado Rockies were in the playoffs that week.  The Board 

decided to keep the Oktoberfest for this year.  Our annual business meeting will be on a special 

weekday evening, just as last year.  Cherie and Helen have agreed to manage the Craft Show 

again.  Last year at our August business meeting we had Sheriff Terry Maketa, County Com-

missioner Sallie Clark, County Planning Director Bill Louis and Chuck McCullough from the 

County Department of Transportation.  The Board may repeat this program if there is suffi-

cient interest.  Let us know. 

 

I was especially saddened by Frank Van Arsdaleôs death.  Frank and Maxine lived across the 

street from me and Bonny for 35 years.  Frank was ñMr. Volunteerò in the community, serving 

as the Chief of the GMFalls/Chipita Park Fire Department for 23 years.  He was also known as 

the ñgrandfatherò of Ute Pass Elementary School for the many years he volunteered as an aide. 

Many years ago the Association made Frank a life member, with no obligation to pay dues.  

Such a light will not shine again in this community.  Godspeed Frank! 
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Board of Directors and OfficersBoard of Directors and OfficersBoard of Directors and Officers   

Newman McAllister, President            Until August 2009   

Martha Henry, Vice-President             Until August 2010 

Kathrine Backe, Secretary, Newsletter & CWPP          Until August 2008  

Barbara Miller, Treasurer             Until August 2009  

Pat Hein, Board Member           Until August 2008  

Rex Ageton, Hall Maintenance, Directory, Webmaster                       Until August 2010 

Carolyn Houchin, Welcome/Thank You Notes         Until August 2009  

Don Stefan, Hall Rental            Until August 2010 

Julie Flynn, Board Member & Membership Information        Until August 2008  
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Come Join Us! 
 

Joining and participating in the Association is a great way to meet neighbors, make friends and have fun. Marcroft Hall is free for 

Association-sponsored activities; itôs a perfect place to have book clubs, game and card groups, crafts, cooking classes and other 

activities.   Be sure to mark those areas of interest to you and your family on the back of your membership application.    Each 

area of interest would need one person to act as coordinator.    Feel free to pencil in any areas of interest we have overlooked and 

let us know whether you could assist in getting the group started.  Check our website ï there is a listing of common interest 

groups. 

 

We have a special potluck on June 22 with a ñBring a Neighborò theme.  Invite a non-member neighbor to come with you and 

you will be eligible for a special door prize.   

     Calendar of Eventsñ2008    
The Association has the following events and potlucks in 2008 at Marcroft Hall.  At all the potlucks, the Association 

supplies the main course, coffee, lemonade, wine, beer and pop.  All you bring is a vegetable, salad or dessert to serve 10 

people.  Look for details in the membership directory in June. One time as a guest, we hope the second visit is because 

you have chosen to become a  member supporting Chipita Park Association!  

  

 Monday, April 28, 2008   Membership application due for directory inclusion 

 Saturday, June 7 at 7:30-11:00 a.m.  Wildfire Ed. Forum and Swedish Pancake Breakfast 

 Sunday, June 22 at 5:00 p.m.   Salute to NeighborsðBring a Friend for Fried Chicken 

          Sunday, July 27 at 5:00 p.m.   Rock Nô Roll Music with Hot Dogs & Burgers 

 Wednesday, August 20 at 7:00 p.m.    Annual Business Meeting 

 Sunday, August 24 at 5:00 p.m.          August Fest with BBQ 

 Sunday, October 5 at 5:00 p.m.  Oktoberfest with Brats and Fixings 

 Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 1-2  Craft Show 

 Sunday, December 7 at 5:00 p.m.      Holiday Party with Bud Kruetzer  

Visit Our Website: 

 

Visit our website at chipitapark.org.  It contains a calendar of events, membership information and ap-

plications, minutes of Board meetings, our advertisers, Marcroft Hall rental rates and information and 

community news. 

Marcroft Hall News  
 

We are proud of Marcroft Hall ï a gift to the Association by the 

Chipita Park Association in 1997.  We fondly remember the late 

Conrad and Joan Wilson, who initiated this gift.  Marcroft Hall is the 

financial bedrock of the Association.  Its rental, in 2007,  produced 

revenues of $4,475.  Our dues only pay for the potlucks.  The Board 

did not increase rental rates.  In order to qualify for the member rate 

you must have been a member in 2007. 

 

Contact Don Stefan at 633-1676 to rent Marcroft Hall.  The contract 

for rental is posted on the website. 
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    In  Memoriam 
 

Frank Van Arsdale    1922-2007  From too much love of living,  

Asher ñRedò Tapper   1929-2007  From hope  and fear set free  

O. T. McCall              1918-2008  We thank with brief Thanksgiving  

Bettye Bell                 1938-2008       Whatever gods may be  

        That no life lives forever  

                                             That dead men rise up never;  

                 That even the weariest river   

          Winds somewhere safe to sea.  

              -Swinburne 

Ute Pass Community Wildfire Protection Plan is now a Reality 

We started visualizing our goal of developing a Community Wildfire Plan in October, 2006.  As meetings 

progressed, we had a committee of interested parties from Chipita Park, Cascade and Green Mountain Falls. 

The plan was approved in August, 2007. A grant was obtained from the Colorado State Forest Service and 

work completed on a chipping project, fuel break and homeownerôs defensible space. If you want to view 

and discuss the defensible space work, please call Larry & Dorcas Wilkinson who are happy to show you 

around and discuss the process, as grant funds are available again this year for homeowners. If you have 

completed defensible space work on your property, please let us know so that it is included in our report. 

 

This is a year for those living in lower Ute Pass to be concerned about our property and environment as we 

have not received the precipitation that is necessary to stabilize the dry conditions that exist.  This is a  reason 

to be actively involved and working as partners with our fire prevention teams.  So that you can obtain more 

information, we are hosting what will be an annual event at Marcroft Hall.  On June 7, from 7:30-11:00 a.m. 

we will have our wildfire education forum and Swedish pancake breakfast. You will have an opportunity to 

talk with foresters and others who can coach you in creating defensible space around your home so that to-

gether we are working to foster a healthy environment where we all love to live.  On page 6 is a synopsis of 

our  work for year one in the five-year plan.  This is how we make the plan a reality.   

Conôt on page 6 

Chipita Heights Subdivision Filings 1 and 2 

 

These are the developments planned for the north side of Highway 24 near the Wellington Gulch property and 

Curt Houchinôs gravel pit.     P. J. Anderson expected last year that he would have had preliminary plan approval 

by now.  But the housing market is depressed and both of these subdivisions are on hold ï preliminary plan ap-

proval has not been sought or obtained.  Their future is uncertain. 

 

P.J.  intends to proceed with his Pyramid Mountain subdivision in Cascade.  He has preliminary plan approval and 

rezoning.  He expects to obtain final approval for development this fall.   

Neighborhood Watch  

 

Some of you have inquired about this program.  It is sponsored by the El Paso County Sheriffôs Department.    

Neighbors band together in a common effort to prevent crime ï burglaries, thefts and vandalism.  This is a grassroots 

program, operated neighborhood by neighborhood,  and not something the Association would directly sponsor.   If 

you are interested, contact Officer Katy Polavin, the Neighborhood Watch coordinator, at 520-7144.   You will also 

find a program explanation on the Sheriffôs website.   


